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What is claimed is: 



1 . A liquid electrophotographic developing apparatus, comprising: 

a developinguinit, having an elongated opening disposed adjacent to a moving 
5 image-bearing surface\>f a photoreceptor, for converting an electrostatic latent image into 
a toner image; and 

an air duct, provided around the elongated opening of the developing unit, 
containing air flow therein Having a predetermined air pressure to hold a liquid developer 
within a space between tha developing unit and the image-bearing surface while 
10 permitting toner particles in theyiquid developer deposited on the image-bearing surface 
to be retained by the image-bearing surface and allowing volatile solvent in the developer 
to be vaporized into the surroundin\atmosphere. 



^ 2. The liquid electrophotography developing apparatus according to claim 1, 

1| 15 wherein the air duct is provided with aii\pressure control means for maintaining the air 

m 

3 flow at a predetermined pressure. 



3. The liquid electrophotographic developing apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the air pressure control means compiles an air pressure sensor and a flow 
20 control valve. 
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4. The liquid electrophotographic developing apparatus according to claim 1 5 
wherein the developing^unit is provided with flow control means for controlling flow of 
the liquid developer. 

5. The liquid electrophotographic developing apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein the flow control means comprises a flow pressure sensor and a control valve. 



6. A liquid electrophotographic developing apparatus, comprising: 

a plurality of developing unitsXeach having an elongated opening disposed 

□ 10 adjacent to a moving image-bearing surface of a photoreceptor which passes adjacent to 

H the plurality of developing units in succession, for converting an electrostatic latent 
U \ 

jf image into a toner image, each of the plurality\pf developing units containing a liquid 

Z developer of a different color; and 

\jl a plurality of air ducts, each provided aroWl the elongated opening of the 

3 y 15 developing unit, containing air flow therein having e\ predetermined air pressure, for 

□ causing the liquid developer to be retained adjacent toVhe elongated opening in the 
developing unit while depositing toner particles on an electrostatic latent image on the 
image-bearing surface of the photoreceptor as the photoreceptor moves adjacent to the 
elongated opening. 
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7. The liquid electrophotographic developing apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein the air duct is provided with air pressure control means for maintaining the air 
flow at a predetermined pressure. 
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8. The liquid \lectrophotographic developing apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein the air pressure control means comprises an air pressure sensor and a flow 
control valve. 

9. The liquid electrophotographic developing apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein the developing unit is providedNvith flow control means for controlling flow of 
the liquid developer. 
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10 10. The liquid electrophotographic developingNapparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the flow control means comprises a flow pressureS^ensor and a control valve. 
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